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PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITIEE 
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074 

12 February 2002 

Randy C. Miller 
607 Woodland Drive 
Manheim, PA 17545-9553 

Dear Randy, 

Thank you for submitting documentation of the Thayer's Gulls at Memorial Lake State 
Park on December 24 and 26, 1997, and the Northern Wheatear there on October 19, 1998. 
After careful review, the Committee regrets that it has voted not to accept these records. 

Thayer's Gulls: Members' opinions were divided, and the balloting went two rounds 
(which partly explains the delay in announcing our decision). The final vote was five votes in 
favor of acceptance and two not in favor -- one vote short of the 6-1 decision which our bylaws 
require for acceptance. 

One dissenting member felt that the birds were quite likely Thayer's but was concerned 
that a Thayer's/Iceland intergrade was not eliminated conclusively. The other felt that there was 
not quite enough detail to be sure about bird #1. About bird #2 he was troubled by the pinkish 
base to the bill, commenting "I think it is really too early for a 1st-winter to have this." 

Northern Wheatear: Balloting went two rounds on this record as well, with a final vote 
wof four members favoring acceptance and three not in favor. 

The outcome placed the record in PORC's Class IV-A: "a record for which there exists 
a majority of evidence in support of an observer's identification; the record is probably correct, 
but not beyond reasonable doubt." 

The three dissenting members expressed one or both of two concerns: There was no 
mention in the description of whether the inverted Ton a Northern Wheatear's tail was seen. 
The (indeed very remote!) possibility of an Isabelline Wheatear from the Old World was not 
eliminated, as it was for a bird seen earlier in October in Juniata County. 

Non-acceptance certainly does not imply that these birds were not identified correctly, but 
rather that too few members felt they could accept the records with certainty. We hope this does 
not discourage you from submitting reports of rarities in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
For the Committee: 
Paul Hess, Chairman 

Record #348-03-1997, 348-04-1997 (Thayer's Gulls); 646-02-1997 (Northern Wheatear) 
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Record No.: 348-03-1997 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Thayer's Gull ( Larus thayeri) 

Date of Sighting: 24 December 1997 to 24 December 1997 
Location: MEMORIAL LAKE STATE PARK 
County: LEBANON 
Observer(s): Randy Miller 

Date of Submission: 1997 
Submitted by: Randy Miller 
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